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Dear Students, Parents and Carers,

Wow - what an incredible jam-packed half term we have had! This is the second year of our 'Skills for
Success' where we celebrate the successes of all our students and our students are working towards
achieving high standards of Responsibility, Kindness, Team work, Confidence, Leadership and Empathy. This
term our students have looked incredibly smart and have represented the academy in lots of different ways:
from our Open Evening event, Parent evenings, transition work in our primary feeders to competitions and
community work. Our students really are a credit to the academy and their parents - we are all extremely
proud of every one of our students and cannot wait to see what next half-term brings. | would like to take
this opportunity to thank our Newcastle Academy community for your support and to wish you all a
wonderful half-term break.

Nicola Bromley-Smith

Principal

For Success




Escape Rooms

On Tuesday 10th October both Year 10 and 11 pupils had the pleasure of taking part in a puzzle solving day as
part of the mathematics curriculum. The event was an outstanding success with all pupils getting involved
with solving mathematical puzzles in order to open locks to a large box made up of many smaller boxes. The
last puzzle would reveal a key to open a separate box for a timer to record your finishing time.

Year 11 problem Solvers




Year 10 Problem Solvers




artners In Credtive Learning

We are very excited to announce that the Academy will be working with Theatre Practitioner Kat
Hughes (and a local actor as a special guest) who will be visiting the Academy to deliver
workshops, students involved will use their creativity to produce a new radio play for the school
community.

Kat has worked extensively as Youth Theatre Director at the New Vic Theatre as well as co-
founding her own company, Potboiler Theatre.

For more information on Kat please

visit: https://www.kathughes.co.uk/ and potboilertheatre.co.uk

This is an exciting opportunity for those involved as they will develop a wide array of skills
including but not limited to, creativity, storytelling, cooperation, time management,
communication skills whilst developing their confidence.

To make this project possible the Academy are collaborating with a local organisation, Partners in
Creative Learning (PiCL) who are delivering an artist in residence programme called Creative
Freedom. The programme has been funded by Arts Council England and is an exciting opportunity
for schools in North Staffordshire to develop and widen creative skills and cultural

experiences. We are very excited to be a part of this programme! For more information please
visit www.picl.uk.com



https://www.kathughes.co.uk/
http://potboilertheatre.co.uk/
http://www.picl.uk.com/

Outstanding Artwork

We love to see the creativity of our students here at Newcastle Academy. So I’'m sure you’ll agree that
these compositions from our Year 9s and Year 10s are absolutely outstanding!




Not only is the use of bright colours amazing, the beauty created by fine detail with pencil is also quite
breathtaking!




PSHE

Year 7 have been impressing us when practising their CPR and recovery position skills. They have
demonstrated these with confidence and empathy and will be receiving a certificate soon.




Year 7 Science

Some of our year 7 students have been investigating speed with our Science teacher Mr. Tansley.

By racing Hex Hugs along a track and calculating their speed.
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Eco — Club
Eco-Club have been pumpkin carving as part of wellbeing week, along with a well-
deserved hot chocolate!

Top tip; you can use your left-over pumpkins from Halloween by making it into; a bird
feeder by filling it up with bird seed, adding it to your compost as the decay quickly or chop
it up as animals like squirrels, birds and badgers feed on your pumpkins.

&
v "‘! N e

X
- ;

-

r’




EVERY DAY

School and starts with good attendance!

100%

OUTSTANDING ACADEMY

NEEDS TO IMPROVE

l DAYS | HOURS OF
ABSENCE LEARNING LOST

CONCERNS
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SERIOUS CONCERNS

9Q DAYs 145 Hours oF
ABSENCE | LEARNING LOST

Remember - your education is important -




Attendance

</“_VIP Education

Visionary Individual Pathways

As you are aware, it has been a difficult few years for schools due to covid restrictions. This has
had a massive impact on children’s education and mental health. With this in mind, it is
imperative that we strive to improve pupils’ attendance at our school.

Why school attendance and punctuality are important

Going to school regularly and arriving on time is important for your child’s future as it will enable
them to achieve to the best of their ability and gain the GCSE grades they require for their future
chosen career path. As well as this, going to school helps to develop social skills, life skills, cultural
awareness, and friendships.

Impact of absences

17 days absent from school in a year could mean a drop in a GCSE grade within all subjects.

Missed number of days Missed number of Missed number of Missed number of
sessions weeks lessons
1 2 0 5
3 6 0.5 15
5 10 1 25
7.5 15 1.5 35
10 20 2 50
12.5 25 2.5 65
15 30 3 75
17.5 35 3.5 90

Impact of lateness

Over a school year —

5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent

15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent

30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent

Pupils arriving late miss valuable teaching and learning time and it can contribute to them

becoming anxious.

Help and support




School staff are committed to working with parents to ensure any problems are dealt with
straight away in order for pupils to feel happy and safe and achieve to the best of their ability. If
parents have any concerns relating to attendance or lateness that they wish to discuss, please
contact Mrs Priya (Attendance Officer).

To support the school in our commitment to improve school attendance and punctuality, we
have employed an independent Education Welfare Service — VIP Education who will provide
advice and guidance to the school, parents, and pupils. If you wish to discuss any concerns, please
contact the school office who will provide you with their contact number.

Attendance and punctuality reminders

Reporting absence
Please contact the school office by 9.00am on the first morning of each absence. If no reason is
provided the absence will be unauthorised on the attendance register.

Medical appointments

We expect parents to make medical and dental appointments for their children before or after
school or during the school holidays whenever possible. If this is not possible, confirmation of
the appointment will be required prior to authorising the absence. If no evidence is provided,
the absence will be unauthorised.

Children are expected to attend school prior to the appointment and parents are expected to
return their children to school following the appointment. If your child does not attend school
before or after the appointment the absence will be unauthorised.

Holidays
Pupils have 13 weeks holiday each academic year. Family holidays should be avoided during
term time.

Arriving on time

Students are expected to arrive at 8.35am and school ends at 3.15pm.

The morning register is taken at 8.40 am. Pupils arriving to school after this time will receive a
late mark on the attendance register.

Attendance policy

Further information on our school’'s attendance procedures can be found at
www.newcastleacademy.org

We thank you for your continued support with attendance. If you have any issues or concerns
please do not hesitate our attendance officer, Mrs Priya or your child’s house leader.



http://www.newcastleacademy.org/

